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. _We view Sectign 4(e)(3) of the proposed Executive Order o
on ¢lassification df information to be a purely procedural v
matter that has nothing whatever to do with the division of o
opefational respondibility in the signals intelligence area.

. It was inserted in the Executive Order at our reguest -
becpuse Section 4(e) (2) requires guidelines for a systematic o
review for declassification that state "specific, limited
catpgories of information which, because of their national
sec@rity sensitiviyy, should not be declassified dutomatically
but should be reviqwed dtem-by-item to determine whether con-
tinped protection qeyond 20 years is needed.” We tried hard
to get both underl%ned terms taken out of Section 4(e) (2).

If that had been done, we would not have nesded Section
4(e}(3). As I understand it, the Domestic Council staff
thonght that the underlined items were so important that it
would be more accegtable politically to give us an exemption
- thap to delete the pbjectionable words.

T We plan to iss,e procedures under Section 4(e) (3) that
proyide for continued classification beyond 20 years for all
or nearly all signals intelligence and communications intelli-
gen¢e information and that provide for 'review by large category
(such as source) rather than item-by-item. BAny signals intelli-
gen¢ge, communications intelligence or other classified cryptologic
information in the pands of CIA or other agencies would be |
covered automaticallly by these procedures. -

We think it is| advantageous to approach the Director
HEf the Information Eecurity Oversight Office very soon after
he or she is appointed with this blanket request. We also
think it is more likely to be accepted if it comes solely
from NSA and does npt appear to be a Community-wide project
} taking advantage off a large loophole.
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Our interests lare identical in this area and 01 would
appreciate it if CIA's proposed amendment E}ould be/wx‘_h—
Srajm.
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